1715 Abbey Road, Suite A
. . East Lansing, Michigan 48823
United Tribes Phone: 517-719-5579

of Michigan Fax: 517-272-9034

Matt Wesaw, Executive Director

TR LTI
Committed ko jorn [errces, advanee, pratect, preserve o nd enhanea the mntual interests, lrealy fiﬁ"‘llﬂ.
sovereignly avsd culbral way of life of the soversign Indinn teihes of Mich igan l'iwnuglu:ut the next geven generalione

RESOLUTION # 07-10-30-08

Difficult Development Areas

WHEREAS, the United Tribes of Michigan is incorporated as a Michigan Corporation,
501(C)6, under Michigan’s laws, December 3, 2005; and

WHEREAS, the United Tribes of Michigan is governed by an approved set of By-Laws;
and

WHEREAS, the official membership of United Tribes of Michigan is open to all of the
twelve Federally recognized tribes located in Michigan, with a current membership of eight of
the federally recognized tribes with full voting privileges as to all issues; and

WHEREAS, each general member Tribe shall have only one (1) person from the
member Tribe with the authority to vote on United Tribes of Michigan matters; and

WHEREAS, the organization provides a forum for Michigan’s Tribes to address issues
of common concern and is committed to join forces to advance, protect, preserve and enhance
the mutual interests, treaty rights, sovereignty, and cultural way of life of the sovereign Indian
Tribes of Michigan throughout the next seven generations; and

WHEREAS, United Tribes of Michigan accepts the mission to engage, as a matter of
mutual concern, issues that impact the health, security, safety, and general welfare of Native

Ametricans; and

WHEREAS, United Tribes of Michigan promotes expanded housing in all areas to help
improve the health, security and general welfare of Native American ¢itizens; and

WHEREAS, tribes build on the average of two homes per year; and

Michigan federally recognized 1vihes:

Ray Mills Indian Community = Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippews Indians
* Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians » Little River Band of Ottawa Indians

Members:
Hannshviile Potawatomi Indian Community * Keweenaw Bay Indian Community = Little Traverse Ray Band of Odawa Indians

» Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band of Pottawatomi Indians « Nottawaseppi Huran Band of Potawatomi Indians
« Pokagon Band of Fotawatomi Tndinns * Saginaw Chippewn Indinn Tribe of Michigan « Sault Ste. Marle Tribe of Chippewa Indiang
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WHEREAS, realizing the impact of a 30% boost in tax credits will allow for
reinvestment and/or increased investment in additional housing projects; and

WHEREAS, the 30% boost in tax credits will better reflect the difficult development
situation on tribal land and allow the Tribes to better leverage their scarce resources; and

WHEREAS, a DDA designation would better address the financial difficulties inherent
to tribal development; and

WHEREAS, a DDA designation would begin to resolve the affordable housing erisis on
the various reservation throughout Michigan; and

WHEREAS, lending is almost non-existent in Indian Country; and

WHEREAS, Native Americans living on Indian reservations represent a particular
market segment, distinet from and essentially unaffected by housing market forces to which
other minority groups are subject; and

WHEREAS, Tribal members who choose to live on the reservation expect to live with
other Indian families and will endure housing difficulties and hardships wnlikely to be endured
outside of Indian country; and

WHEREAS, Tribes primarily operate at breakeven operations because of the social
service/governmental responsibilities; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the United Tribes of Michigan suppotts the
request of the Lag Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians to allow the State of
Michigan to include the Michigan federally recognized Indian Tribes in the “Difficult
Development Areas’ as passed by United States Congress; and

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED, that the United Tribes of Michigan requests the
federally recognized Tribes in Michigan to individually pass a similar resolution of support and
forward it to:

Mr. Keith Molin

Interim Executive Director

MI State Housing Development Authority
735 E. Michigan Avenue

P.O. Box 30044

Lansing, MI 48509
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CERTIFICATION

The foregoing Resolution was presented to the Board of Directors of the
United Tribes of Michigan on 30" day of October, 2008,
a quorum being present and adopted by a vote of 8 in favor,
0, opposed 0 abstain, and 0 absent.

In Favor Opposed Abstained  Absent

Haonahville Potawatomi
Indian Community

Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community

Little Traverse Bay Bands of
Odawa Indians

Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish
Band of Pottawatomi Indians

Nottawaseppi Huron Band
Of Potawatomi Indians

Pokagon Band of
Potawatomi Indians

Saginaw Chippewa Indian
Tribe of Michigan

Sault Stc. Marie Tribe
Of Chippewa Indians

AU A A O A A AN N

Dated: October 30, 2008

President, United Tribes of Michigan
Dated: October 30, 2008

A [ M vaen

Matthew J. Wesaw/
Exccutive Director, United Tribes of Michigan

Secretary, United Tribes of Michigan
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- Lac V1eux Desert Ba;nd Of Lake Supermr Chxppewa Trlbal Government
v P.O. Box 249; Pow Wow, Trail » Watersirieet, Michigan : 49969 R
- Phone: 906—358-4577 + Fax: 906~358-4785

' .Comwﬂ Members

: ,Executwe Oﬁ"zcers : -
© James Williatns Jr., Tribad Chairmart . Robertalvey -
 Joette Pete-Baldwin; Tribal Viee-Chairwoman . © Shasta’ Kling,'man g L
© Misaabe McGeshick, Treasurer - ' gxmeguzhlgockwayMartm o
. Michelle Hazen; Secrétary. © Tyrone McGeshick” . -
' ST CTracy Péte o

. .og;‘fgbér 28,2008

- "Mr Ken‘h Mohn '
“Intefim Executive Dxrecmr L C
Mi State Mousing Development Au’rhortfy ,
" 735'E Michigan Ave.” .
- P, Box300544 N
e -.Lansmg, M 48909

Re: DsfflcuH Developmenf Areas '
‘ "Dear Dnrec'ror Molm

. In Izght of the recenf legssldhon possed by Congress cﬂlowmg s’rc:’res fo defermme .
- Difficult : Developmen’r Areas,. we respectiully: requesf ’fhcﬂ the . federally . - .
_recogmzed Indian  Tribes - Ioca’red in’ Michigan be considered under this
. -designafion.. The" 30% boost i tax’ credits will better. .reflect the difficult .

',developmen’r situation on fnbcﬂ lcnd ond ollow 1h<-;- Tnbes ’so be‘n‘er !everc:ge

- theirscare fesources.

o The: Trfbes wm 'rhen be beﬁer able to remves’f ‘rhese extrc funds for ono’rher LIHTC
-« projector additional low income Howsing. Thie great demand for c:ffordcbie L
housitig on the reservations can be met.more effectively cxnd efﬁcuenﬂy withthe .
o added: fundmg qvaiable through a DDA designation. You may know that
.. Tribes are fhe. local governmenf for their tribal residents. As such, fhey have to .
provnde many services, including htausmg Tries priniarily, operqfe at breakeven
S operahons because of the social service /- govemmen‘rol role. They would
.- prefer to work with o teriant that becomiés behind on ‘their rent.rather then: go
straight to the ewcﬂon siage This makes Tribés very- ‘Hifferent from 'rhe for—proflt
' developers wu’rh whom you meiy- be more fomlhqr , .

STy is true fhat Tnbes receive some assss’ronce from the federdl govemmen’r buf
. the cmoum that ’fhey receive is primarily to. mariage their existing housing stock
~sificd many of the tenants pay litfle.or no rent. Theré is very little feft forthe ,
jdevelopment of new hOUSlng pro;ecfs Because of fh:s, Tnbes Wpicc::lly oniy busld '
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orie or two hew homes per year. This volume parely"i'ndke;d dentinthe
. ‘housing need. With the tax credit program, Tribes can leverage.their money -
~and build more-homes sooner. R

The rural aind remote location of most resefvations, procurement requirements, -

~increased cost to do business and with fewer firms interested in working in .

' remote locations creates a difficult development environment for tribal LKTC - .
 projects. A DDA designation would better address the financial difficulties .
inherent to tribal deévelopment arnd begin fo resolve the affordable housing crisis -

| o Qn.f_h"eydribus reservations fhroughout Michigan.

Lending is also almost non-existent in Indian Country.. Since most of the land
-owned by Tribes is held in trust by-the Federal Government, banks have no right
o foreclose ori the land and therefore are reluctant to lend-ort the reservation. - -

Tribes have torely on federal programs to fund their housing-acfivities. -

-k ié’irﬁpefdﬁyé to understand that Nqﬁve.'Ahﬁerit:a;ns-living_én Ihdian: reser‘vd’r'io'n;s‘: B
- represent a particular market segment, distinct from ‘and essentially unaffected

by housing market forces fo. which: other minority groups are subject. Tribal -

.- members who choose fo live on the resérvation expect 10 live with othet Indian
L fanilies and will endure housirig difficulties and hardships unlikely fo be endured
- outside of indlian Country. For lack of a better ferm, there is a.great “affinity” for.
- lving on ‘fraditional “Indian  lands “among- Incian. families and.. this ~affinity |
" supercedes ‘conventional market forcés. Recent history and-experience has '
~ shown that Indian people will go-tfo great lengths in: order to live amongst their. L
 Tribal extended family, creating overcrowding, inadequate faciiies and severe
shortages. Because .of these considerations, market data on Housing off the .
~reservation and even private housing owned and developed by non-Indlians is
immatericl. - Vacancies and absorption . periods for non-indian - housing are
~immaterial. What is material is the :number of units. heeded by indian families
~.and that i indisputable. s A 3 .

~ Thank you for yqur"t:orisider'cxﬁcin; |

- Sincerely,

Jarmes Wiliams-Jr., -
Tribdl Chaimnan



